
Kingsway Infant School- Geography Overview 

Substantive 
Knowledge  

Factual knowledge  Geographical phenomena  Human and 
physical features  

Sources of geographical 
information  

Vocabulary  

Disciplinary 
Knowledge  

Identifying local issues Collecting and analysing 
data  

Measuring and 
recording  

Asking questions and 
making observations 

Communicating and 
presenting data  

Concepts (NC)  Locational knowledge Place knowledge Environmental, physical and 
human geography  
(e.g. migration, glaciation, 
climate change) 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Threads (School)  Sustainability  Cultural understanding  Weather Similarities and 
differences  

Our locality  

 

 Substantive 
Knowledge   
(Twinkl- 
knowledge 
organisers)  

Disciplinary knowledge  
 

Topic Vocabulary  Concepts  
  

Threads  

Reception Cultural differences/ traditions in a variety of 
communities   

   

Using maps and exploring different countries 
and environments   

   

 Children in reception will be learning to  

 Draw information from a simple map.  

 Understand that some places are 
special to members of their 
community.  

 Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries.  

 Explore the natural world around 
them.  

Where do you live?  
Homes 
What’s the weather like  
………. 
Weather 
What would you see 
growing now? 
Seasons 
Environment 
How do you celebrate 
special occasions? 

 Our Locality  
Similarities and differences 
 
Weather 
Similarities and differences 
 
 
Similarities and differences 
Weather 
 
Cultural understanding  
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 Describe what they see, hear and feel 
whilst outside.  

 Recognise some environments are 
different from the one in which they 
live.  

Celebrations  
 
Where would you find 
at ………. 
Globe 
Map 
Animal names 
Habitat  
Continent  
 
What transport would 
you use to get to …….. 
Cause and affect 
Forces  
Transport  
Enquiry  
 

Similarities and differences 
 
 
Similarities and differences 
Sustainability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainability 
Similarities and differences 
 

Year 1 Our School 
 
Where do I live?  
Our Classroom 
Where is our school?  
Field work around the school. What are the 
features of our school? 
How did you get to school?  
Marvellous maps, symbols  

Local area 
Map 
Address 
Observe 
Distance 
Aerial view  
Fieldwork  
route 

Locational 
knowledge 
 
Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 
 
Environmental, 
physical and 
human 
geography  

Sustainability  
 
Similarities and differences 
 
Our locality  

Our local area 
 
What is our local area like?  
Out and about fieldwork 
Fieldwork follow-up 

Local area 
Compass 
Direction  
Fieldwork 
Distance  

Locational 
knowledge 
 
Place 
knowledge 

 
 
Cultural understanding  
 
Similarities and differences 
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Houses and homes – What types of houses do 
we see in our local area? 
Jobs in our local area 
Let’s make a change 
 
 

Aerial view 
 

 
Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 
 
Environmental, 
physical and 
human 
geography  
 

 
Our locality  

Our country  
 
Differences- countryside and town. 
What is the difference between the town and 
countryside? Where would you prefer to live? 
Name and locate 4 counties of the UK 
Travel to London (England) 
Travel to Edinburgh (Scotland)  
Travel to Cardiff (Wales)  
Travel to Belfast (Northern Ireland)  
Comparing London to Edinburgh  
How is London similar and different to 
Edinburgh? 
 
(weather, landmarks, houses, transport)  

Town 
Countryside 
Country 
UK 
Island 
Capital city  
Landmarks  
Seas  

Locational 
knowledge 
 
Place 
knowledge  
 
Environmental, 
physical and 
human 
geography  
 

 
Cultural understanding 
 
Weather 
 
Similarities and differences 
 
Our locality  

Year 2  What a wonderful world 
How could we could ensure more children 
walk to school? 
Name and locate continents and oceans 
UK in relation to other continents 
Journey around the world 
Climate zones 
Europe 

Continent  
Ocean  
Climate  
Equator  

 Locational 
knowledge  
Environmental, 
physical and 
human 
geography  

Weather  
Similarities and difference 
Sustainability  
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Aerial views (e.g. migration, 
glaciation, 
climate change) 
Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 

Magical Mapping 
 
Which type of map is the most useful when 
taking a walk through our local area?  
 
What human and physical features do you 
see? 
 
Maps and symbols in a key 
Compass directions and routes on a map 
Atlas skills UK 
Atlas skills world 
Aerial photographs 
Mapping out oceans and seas 
 

Map 
Compass 
Key   
Symbol  
Route  
 

Human and 
physical 
geography  
Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 

Our locality  
Similarities and differences  

Beside the seaside 
 
Is there a litter issue at our local beach? 
 
 Where are our seasides?  
Features of the seaside 
Seasides past and present 
Seaside town 
Islands  
Seeing the sea 

Human Features 
Physical features 
Tourist  
  
 

Place 
knowledge  
Human and 
physical 
geography  
Geographical 
skills and 
fieldwork 

Our locality  
Cultural understanding 
Similarities and differences  
Weather  


